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Dear Parents,

Happy New Year and welcome back to a brilliant new term in Barracudas class. We hope you have enjoyed the Christmas holidays and are looking forward to this term’s exciting new learning.
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Term 3 Learning in Barracudas
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This term, our Learning Journey topic is Polar Regions. We will be                      carrying out some brilliant learning, looking at the differences                               between the North and South Poles, as well as the animals and                                                              climate of the Arctic and Antarctic. Within our exciting learning                                                             journey this term, we will be discovering the different winter animals                                                           that live in cold climates and how they adapt to survive the temperature.
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PE
Premier Sports will run our PE lesson on Wednesday.
Please ensure that your child has sufficient PE kit available on both of these days and that all kit is named.

Mathematics

This term in maths we will be starting our learning by looking at the world of fractions and how these are used in real life contexts.  We will then be investigating statistics and how to interpret and construct simple tally charts, pictograms, block diagrams and tables.  Lastly we will be learning to multiply and divide using different methods.

English
Our class book this term is the ‘Ice Palace’ written by Robert Swindells, which links to our topic learning about the cold climates of the North and South Poles. Alongside the text we will be creating setting descriptions. We will also be studying the features of information texts and the difference between fiction and non-fiction writing. Children will produce their own information text using all their new knowledge about the Polar Regions.

Homework
Homework, number munchers and spellings will continue to be given out on Fridays.
Just a note to say, we are welcoming Miss Turton to Barracudas this term. She is a final year student from Canterbury Christ Church University and will be with us full time for the next nine weeks.
Thank you for your continuing support.
Mrs Wrenn and Mr Hallworth
How you can help your child





This term the children have a choice of 2 different homework projects.





Option 1 - Make/draw or design a new winter animal that has adapted features to help it survive the cold climate. Be as creative as you want.  You could adapt existing animal’s features or mix animals features together. Use ideas from class learning or follow an idea of your own.





Option 2 – Make/draw or design your own Arctic or Antarctic vehicle.  The vehicle needs to be able to travel over ice/snow/icy boulders and small lakes/rivers.  What materials would be best suited for the job.  How would the vehicle be able to not slide or get stuck?





  





How you can help your child





Look for opportunities to talk about maths in the everyday environment.


Revise number munchers


Support with any maths homework.


Support with learning the multiplication tables that they are working on in class (3,4,5,6 and 8 x table) 





How you can help your child


Make sure your child reads daily and discuss the stories in terms of reasons for characters actions and reasons for author’s choices of vocabulary.  Don’t forget to record reading sessions in the ‘Greedy Reader’ booklets.


Read a selection of information texts where possible.


Discuss meanings of any new vocabulary they come across.


Support with any English homework and spellings that they are working on in class.


Any research on the Arctic and Antarctic. 
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